was a crucial link in the development of proprietary attitudes toward knowledge. While esoteric tendencies since late Antiquity had flourished in alchemy or Neoplatonist philosophy, evidence for intentional concealment of craft knowledge before the High Middle Ages is exceedingly sparse. It was the growth of cities and the rise of urban craft guilds that since the thirteenth century gave rise to the emergence of "proprietary attitudes towards craft knowledge." "In the medieval urban context," Long stated, "both knowledge of craft processes and mechanical inventions came to be considered intangible property separate from craft products and from the labor required to produce them." Proprietary attitudes found expression in the rise of "craft secrecy to protect craft knowledge from theft" and "the development of the privilege or patent as a limited monopoly on inventions and craft processes." The idea of ownership of knowledge, according to Long, thus originated in the world of craft production rather than in the world of book production. Patents on material objects and inventions preceded copyrights on books. Authorship of material objects and invention received legal protection at an earlier date than authorship of texts.
